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  Frohes Lesen,


  


  Stephen
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  CHAPTER ONE


  


  October 10th, 2010.


  An underground fortress, New York City.


  


  The pale, extremely handsome man stood at the front of the huge room. He had short, jet black hair and light blue eyes. He was tall and muscular. He wore an expensive leather jacket, a white t-shirt and designer jeans. He was standing on a stage. In front of him, approximately one thousand of the world's most powerful vampires were sitting in rows. They came from all over the world. They were all very well-dressed and good-looking. And like the handsome man on the stage, they were all immortal.


  Vampires had been living in secret for centuries. They were all over the world. The vampires were very powerful and rich. But they were tired of hiding. They had travelled to New York for a vampire summit. They were going to discuss the future. They were going to decide if they wanted to keep living in secret. Some of them liked living in secret, but some of them wanted to come out from the shadows.


  The room was in an underground fortress, deep below New York. The vampires were safe from the sun, which would kill them. The man at the front was called Dragos Vladu and he was the most important vampire in New York. The vampires were chatting to one another, when Dragos held up his hand. The room fell silent.


  "Brothers and sisters, welcome to this year's Vampire Summit!" he said loudly.


  The crowd cheered. Dragos held up his hands and the room fell silent again.


  "Many of you have travelled to New York from all over the globe. You represent the world's most powerful vampire families,” he said and then he paused for a moment.


  All eyes were watching him. He continued in a loud, clear voice.


  "For too long we, the children of the night, have hidden in the shadows," Dragos said, "for too long the humans have ruled, while we lived in secret."


  Now the audience was listening very carefully to Dragos. They were concentrating and listening to his every word.


  "We are stronger and faster, we are immortal. But still the humans have the planet. I say enough is enough! The time has come for we, the vampire race, to come out from the shadows and rule the world!" he shouted.


  The audience started clapping and shouting. They stood up and cheered. Dragos raised his hand and, after a moment, they grew quiet.


  "I see that you agree with me. Good. I believe the time has come for war. Humans should be our food, they are like farm animals. Go back to your countries and prepare. We must build our army and find human mercenaries, who will work for us. In five years’ time, we take over the world!" he bellowed.


  The audience stood up and cheered.


  "Dragos! Dragos! Dragos!" they shouted deafeningly.


  Dragos smiled and listened to them scream his name. His eyes were full of anger and hate, his heart was cold and dead.


  _____________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  pale – very white. blass


  huge – enormous, very big. enorm, gewaltig, riesig


  jet black – very black. rabenschwarz, tiefschwarz


  summit – an important meeting with lots of representatives. Gipfeltreffen


  shadows – a dark area that is made when an object blocks the sun. Schatten


  fortress – a type of castle, often used to hide in during wars. Festung


  chatting – ‘to chat’ to talk in a friendly way to someone. plaudern


  cheered – ‘to cheer’ to shout when you are happy, e.g. when someone scores a goal. jubeln


  fell silent – ‘to fall silent’ to become quiet. verstummen, still werden


  globe – the world. Erde, Erdball


  paused – ‘to pause’ to stop for a moment. warten, innehalten


  hidden – the past participle for ‘hide’. sich verstecken


  audience – the people who watch a show or a speech. Publikum


  immortal – to be immortal is to live forever. unsterblich


  rule the world – to control the world. die Welt regieren, beherrschen


  mercenaries – soldiers who are paid, they don’t fight for a country. Söldner


  bellowed – ‘to bellow’ to shout. brüllen


  stood up – past tense of ‘stand up’, to rise to your feet. aufstehen


  deafeningly – very loudly, someone who is ‘deaf’ cannot hear. ohrenbetäubend


  scream – to shout very loudly, often if you are scared. schreien


  


  


  CHAPTER TWO


  


  7am. October 17th, 2020.


  The Andersons’ house, New Jersey, (just outside New York).


  


  The alarm clock began to buzz. It was 7am and Amy Anderson jumped out of bed. Suddenly, Amy realised it was Saturday and not a school day. Normally, she would have gone back to bed for a few hours. But today was different... she was too excited. Tonight she had her first ever date. It wasn't just her first date, it was with Travis Peters! Amy grinned and ran downstairs, singing happily.


  As she went downstairs, she thought about Travis. He was the captain of the school football team and the most handsome boy in the entire school. They sat together in English class, and after a few months of flirting, he had finally asked her on a date. Travis had green eyes and toffee coloured hair. He had lots of friends and the teachers liked him.


  All the girls at her school were green with envy. But Amy didn't understand why he had chosen her. She looked in the mirror, Amy didn't think that she was anything special.


  "Oh well," she thought, "he must like something about me, who knows?"


  When Amy reached the bottom of the stairs, she saw her mother Christine. She was in the kitchen, cooking toast and making fresh coffee. The smell was delicious and made Amy feel even hungrier.


  "Good morning mom!" she said happily.


  "Good morning darling," her mother said, "you look happy."


  Amy just smiled to herself.


  "What are you doing today mom?” she questioned.


  "I have a lot of things to do at home, dear. I'm waiting for Jen to call later," replied her mother,


  Jen was Amy's younger sister and she was on a school trip to the Grand Canyon, in Nevada.


  "What about you?" continued Christine.


  "I'm meeting Anna at the mall. She's going to help me choose a dress for my date with Travis tonight," said Amy.


  "Ah yes, your date," Christine Anderson said.


  Then she took out her purse and gave Amy some money. Christine and Amy Anderson were not rich. Every dollar was important to them.


  "I can't accept this mom," said Amy, in a shocked voice.


  Since Amy's parents had divorced, five years ago, they had very little money. Christine Anderson had two jobs and they still struggled financially. Amy helped by doing small jobs for the neighbours, but it didn't bring much money into the house. She looked at the money, but she felt guilty. What should she do?


  "Amy, take it!" her mother said, "it's important to me that you enjoy yourself. You have been such a great help to me since your father left. I just wanted to show how much I love you."


  "I know how much you love me mom, and I love you," said Amy.


  She realised it was important to her mother and so she decided to accept the money. Mother and daughter hugged. While they hugged, Amy could smell her mother's perfume and shampoo. It made her feel happy. It was a memory Amy would cherish forever and one which she would replay in her head many times, after that night...


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  buzz – ‘to buzz’ a sound made when something vibrates, for example, bees buzz. summen


  realised – ‘to realise’ means to understand something. begreifen, erkennen


  would have gone – the conditional perfect tense, would + have + past participle. wäre gegangen


  grinned – ‘to grin’ means to smile. grinsen


  football – ‘football’ in America means ‘American football’, but in the UK, football is what Americans call ‘soccer’. Fußball


  flirting – ‘to flirt’ means behaving as though attracted to, or trying to attract someone romantically. flirten


  toffee – a light brown sweet. Toffee, Karamellbonbon


  green with envy – ‘to be green with envy’ means to be very jealous. grün sein vor Neid


  reached – ‘to reach’ in this context means ‘to arrive’. ankommen, eintreffen


  mom – short for ‘mother’. ‘Mum’ in British English. Mutti, Mama


  mall – an indoor place full of shops. ‘Shopping centre’ in British English. Einkaufszentrum


  Struggled – ‘to struggle’ is to find something difficult. This can be literally or metaphorically, e.g. she struggled to learn French. Or, he struggled with the policeman. sich anstrengen, sich bemühen


  guilty – an adjective to describe how someone feels after they have done something bad. schuldig


  hugged – ‘to hug’ is to embrace or cuddle someone. umarmen


  cherished – ‘to cherish’ is to love someone or something very deeply. schätzen, wertschätzen


  


  


  CHAPTER THREE


  


  1pm.


  The underground fortress, New York City.


  


  It was daytime in New York, so all vampires had to stay inside. They could not go into the sunlight. Dragos was in his private room, in the underground fortress. It was a long, rectangular room and it had ancient masterpieces on the walls. The walls and floor were made of stone. Expensive rugs covered the floor. There was a huge mirror with a golden frame and Dragos looked at his handsome reflection. He had not changed in three hundred years. He was born a vampire. Vampires were born like human babies but, instead of milk, they drank blood. Vampires grew like human children, but they stopped aging when they reached twenty years old. If a vampire wanted, they could change a human into a vampire. They had to bite the human and bury them. The next night the human would be a vampire. But there was a rule. A vampire had to choose a good-looking and young human. It was a rule from the sacred book of the vampires.


  The underground fortress was old. The vampire family of Vladu had built it in 1700, three hundred and twenty years ago. Before that they lived in Europe, but they were not a powerful family at that time. However, they knew that America would be a great country in the future. Now the Vladu family was the most powerful vampire family in the world and Dragos Vladu was its leader.


  Dragos was still looking at his reflection, when he heard someone knocking on the huge, wooden door.


  "Come in!" he called.


  His twin sister Daciana entered the room. She was dressed in an amazing red dress by Versace. Red was the vampires' sacred colour. Red was the colour of blood, which was their food and gave vampires their power. Daciana's black hair shone beautifully in the candlelight. She wore a necklace of emeralds.


  "Brother," she said, kissing him on the cheek.


  "Sister," he replied, "is everything going to plan?"


  "Yes my brother. Everything is going exactly to plan. All over the world, our armies are ready," she said.


  "What about our human mercenaries?" asked Dragos.


  "They are ready. They have been training for three years. We have promised to give them money, when we rule the world. They will help us to win," said Daciana.


  Dragos laughed. He had a huge smile on his face.


  "We have waited so long and now it is almost time. Mother and father would be proud," he said.


  "Yes," agreed Daciana, "they would be very proud of you."


  "One day I will find the traitors who killed our parents and I will kill them!" Dragos said angrily.


  "Good, but do not talk about this now. We have important things to do. I am hungry," she said.


  "Yes, you are right. When we rule the world, I will have time to think about our parents," he said in a quiet voice.


  Dragos picked up a small, golden bell. He rang it once. A few moments later, a guard brought a terrified human woman into the room. She was struggling and crying.


  "Please! Don't hurt me!" she cried.


  "Silence human!" shouted Dragos.


  He grabbed the woman. Daciana grabbed her too.


  "Leave us," he told the guard.


  Dragos and Daciana bit the frightened woman and began to drink her blood.


  "Please stop!" she begged.


  The vampire twins ignored her. Hungrily, they sucked her blood until she was dead.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  masterpieces – a ‘masterpiece’ is an old and expensive piece of art. Meisterwerk


  rugs – material which is put on the floor, smaller than a carpet. Vorleger


  handsome – physically attractive, used for men only (can sometimes be used to describe a woman, usually older). attraktiv, gutaussehend


  aging - ‘to age’ means to get older. altern


  bury – ‘to bury’, to put in the ground and cover with earth. begraben


  sacred – important in a religious way, another word is ‘holy’. heilig


  knocking – ‘to knock’ in this context, to strike (a door) before entering. anklopfen


  shone – the past tense of ‘to shine’. To give out a bright light, e.g. the sun shines. scheinen


  necklace – jewellery worn around the neck. Halskette


  emeralds – jewels, like green diamonds. Smaragd


  going to plan – ‘to go to plan’, to happen as organised. wie geplant stattfinden


  proud – feeling pleasure for your own or another’s achievements. stolz


  traitors – people who betray someone or something. Verräter, Betrüger


  bell – an object which rings, e.g. an alarm bell, a church bell. Klingel, Glocke


  grabbed – ‘to grab’, to take hold of roughly. ergreifen, packen


  ignored – ‘to ignore’ to not give attention. ignorieren


  sucked – ‘to suck’, to pull out liquid with the mouth. saugen


  


  


  CHAPTER FOUR


  


  2pm.


  Windy Oaks Shopping Mall, New Jersey.


  


  The mall was crowded that afternoon and at first Amy couldn't see her friend Anna. Then she saw her by the fountain. Anna Jackson was a beautiful girl with chocolate brown skin and curly hair. She was wearing a pink t-shirt and blue jeans. Anna was the opposite of Amy, who was blond and fair. They had been friends since they were five years old and loved one another like sisters. Amy couldn't ever imagine arguing with Anna or living without her.


  "Hey Anna!" Amy said and hugged her friend, "I'm so glad to see you," she added.


  "You're full of life Amy," said Anna, "is it because of your date with Travis tonight?"


  Amy blushed. How did Anna know everything she was thinking?


  "Come on, let's go!" said Amy, "I need your help to choose a dress".


  The smiling girls didn't notice a boy, who was watching them from across the fountain...


  His name was Jack Ranger and he had been in love with Anna for three years, since they were both fourteen. However, Amy didn't even know he existed. He knew everything about her. He knew her favourite colour was orange, like the sky at sunset. He knew that her father had left her and her mother, when Amy was only fourteen. He knew she wanted to be a doctor, after graduation. And he knew she had a date with Travis Peters that night. Jack knew he didn't stand a chance against a guy like Travis Peters. Travis was muscular and athletic. He was popular and good at sports. Jack was none of these things. He was skinny and he had acne.


  Not only that, but Jack was an orphan. He lived in an orphanage.


  Jack glanced at his watch and realised that he was going to be late for work. He had a job at an Italian restaurant called 'Luigi's'. He worked in the kitchen, where he washed dishes and did other dirty jobs. But Jack didn't mind, at least it got him out of the orphanage. He would be eighteen soon and then he could leave that place and start a new life, away from New Jersey. He wouldn't miss it. He didn't really have any friends. However, he would miss Amy, he was sure of that. He wondered if Amy would ever notice him. Would she ever say his name? Or be his friend? These were all questions that Jack asked himself, every day. It was hard to be in love, when the love was not returned.


  As he walked through the mall, Jack was lost in thought. Although, he knew it was useless, he sometimes imagined how he would treat Amy, if he were her boyfriend. He imagined how he would make her feel special and the things he would say to her.


  Jack decided that if he ever got the chance, he would show Amy just how much he loved her. What he didn't know, was that his chance would soon arrive…


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  crowded – many people, busy. überfüllt, voll


  fountain – a display of water. Brunnen


  curly – not straight. lockig


  Anna was the opposite of Amy – black is the opposite of white. das Gegenteil von


  fair – in this context, light skin, blond hair. unbescholten


  arguing – ‘to argue’ disagreeing over something. streiten


  glad – pleased, happy. froh


  blushed – ‘to blush’, to go red from embarrassment. erröten


  smiling – here, ‘smiling’ is an adjective. lächelnd


  notice – ‘to notice’ to see that something exists. erkennen


  her father had left - The past perfect tense expresses action in the past before another action in the past. This is the past in the past. ihr Vater hatte … verlassen


  graduation – the act of finishing high school, in the UK this is the act of leaving university, not high school. Schulabschluss, Universitätsabschluss


  stand a chance against – ‘to stand a chance against’ means to be able to compete against someone equally. eine Chance haben


  to be good at – to do something well. gut sein in


  orphan – a person whose parents are dead. Waise


  orphanage – a home for orphans. Waisenhaus


  glanced – ‘to glance at’ to look at for a moment. flüchtig blicken


  didn't mind – to not care. egal sein


  wondered – ‘to wonder’ to ask oneself. sich wundern


  chance – opportunity, moment. Aussicht, Möglichkeit


  


  


  CHAPTER FIVE


  


  5.15pm.


  The underground fortress, New York.


  


  "It's almost time sister," Dragos said, his voice full of emotion. "I can almost taste the blood,” he added, before laughing loudly.


  The dead body of the human woman was at his feet. Her eyes were open. The poor woman was white because they had drunk all her blood.


  "Everything is ready. Our human mercenaries are awaiting final orders," said Daciana.


  "And what about our vampire soldiers?" asked Dragos.


  "They are ready too. We just have one hour until sunset," she said.


  Daciana was still wearing the incredible red dress from earlier. She had changed her emerald necklace. Now she was wearing a necklace made from gold and diamonds. The two vampires didn't look at the dead woman on the floor. She was nothing to them. They walked out of the room and along a corridor. They arrived at a huge, wooden door and entered.


  The vampire twins were in a huge room, which had an enormous computer screen on the wall. This was the control room of the underground fortress. It was where Dragos was going to watch the vampires attack New York City. Dragos and Daciana were not alone. There was a representative from each of the world's most powerful vampire families.


  Dragos turned and faced the audience of vampires. They looked at him and waited for him to speak.


  "Brothers and sisters, the moment has arrived. It is time. Very soon the children of the night will rule planet earth!" he said.


  The vampires cheered and clapped their hands. When they had stopped, he spoke again.


  "We will no longer hide like rats in the sewers. The world will be ours!" he shouted loudly.


  The vampires cheered even more loudly. Their laughter sounded like hyenas. It was vicious and unpleasant. The vampires were excited, they were looking forward to drinking human blood. They were looking forward to controlling the humans. They were looking forward to killing.


  Dragos pressed a button and spoke into a microphone. He was going to speak to the human mercenaries and vampire soldiers. Each of them had a radio in their helmets. Dragos could speak to them from the control room.


  "My human soldiers remember that I will reward you for your loyalty. Soon vampires will rule the world and humans will be our slaves. If you betray us, we will kill you and torture your families. Do not fail!" Dragos said, and then ended the transmission.


  He pressed a different button. Now he was talking to the vampire soldiers.


  "Loyal vampire soldiers, your names will be remembered forever. Kill any humans who fight, especially young men. We don't want rebels. You may drink the blood of any human you find. But remember! Kill them after. We must choose carefully who we turn into a vampire. Remember, you carry the sacred blood inside you. Make me proud!" said Dragos.


  All around New York the human mercenaries and vampire soldiers cheered. They were hiding and waiting to attack. They would begin to attack at sundown.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  laughing – ‘to laugh’ the noise people make when something is funny. lachen


  what about – ‘what about’ is used when people wish to ask a question, “What about David? Is he coming?” Was ist mit...?


  turned – ‘to turn’ to move in a direction. wenden


  faced – ‘to face’ to move one’s face in a direction. jemanden ansehen


  clapped – ‘to clap’ to applaud, to make a noise by putting one’s hands together. klatschen


  no longer – not anymore, ‘I am no longer happy, I am sad.’ nicht länger, nicht mehr


  sewers – big pipes under a city where waste (water) is transported. Kanalisation


  hyenas – vicious dog-like animals from Africa. Hyäne


  vicious – aggressive, nasty, not gentle or nice. böse, bösartig


  unpleasant – not pleasant, not nice. unangenehm


  looking forward to – ‘to look forward to something’ to be excited to do it. sich freuen auf


  button – in this context, the thing one presses, e.g. the button in a lift/elevator. Knopf


  helmets – worn on the head for protection. Helm(e)


  reward – given for good behaviour. Belohnung


  loyalty – the quality of being loyal. Loyalität


  betray – ‘to betray’ if you help a friend’s enemy, you betray that friend. verraten, betrügen


  pressed – ‘to press’ to push. drücken


  rebels – people fighting against authority. Rebell(en)


  may – a modal verb expressing permission or possibility. können, dürfen


  


  


  CHAPTER SIX


  


  6pm.


  Amy’s house, New Jersey.


  


  Amy's heart was beating like a drum and she had butterflies in her stomach. Travis was due to arrive any minute. They were going to see a movie and then to a restaurant. Amy looked at her reflection in the mirror. She didn't recognise the girl looking back at her. Her blond hair was silky and shone like gold. She was wearing a fashionable black dress, which fit her like a glove. Anna had helped her choose it. Amy was spraying on some perfume, when she heard her mother call.


  "Amy! Travis is here!" her mother shouted.


  "Ok mom, I'm coming," Amy shouted back.


  Amy went downstairs. She went slowly because she wasn't used to wearing high-heels, she didn't want to fall! Amy descended the stairs. When Travis saw her, his eyes grew wide. He saw her purple high-heels, long legs and golden hair. She was beautiful. He couldn't believe it was the same girl from English class.


  At the same time, Amy was thinking how handsome Travis looked. His hair was styled in a cool way. He was wearing tight jeans and a nice shirt. It was tight and showed his athletic and toned body.


  After a few seconds, Travis spoke.


  "Amy... you look... incredible!" he stuttered.


  "Um... thanks Travis. You look good too," she replied.


  Christine Anderson watched the two teenagers and smiled to herself. She could remember her first date. It was when she was seventeen, just like Amy. She could remember the green dress she wore, the scarlet lipstick she chose and the hairstyle she had. Her date was called Peter and he was her neighbour. That was twenty-five years ago, but it seemed like yesterday!


  The teenagers looked at each other. Christine spoke next.


  "Have a wonderful time kids, enjoy the movie," she said.


  "Thanks mom," Any said.


  "Thanks Mrs Anderson," said Travis.


  "Oh please Travis, call me Christine. Just take good care of my daughter, bye!" said Christine Anderson.


  Amy and Travis walked down the garden path towards Travis' car. It was an expensive convertible. Amy knew that Travis' family was rich and that he could have whatever he wanted.


  They got into the car. Amy liked the leather seats. Travis put on a CD and started the car. Travis was looking at Amy. It seemed he expected her to say something.


  "What a nice car!" said Amy.


  Travis liked this.


  "Thanks, it was a present for my seventeenth birthday," he said.


  "Wow! You're really lucky," said Amy.


  "Not really, I wanted a faster one. My dad can be very stingy!" said Travis.


  Amy was shocked. How could Travis' dad be stingy? This car cost more than Amy's mother earned in a whole year! Travis carried on.


  "My dad says that when I start college, I can have a better car. I don't want to wait until I start college. I want a new car now," he said in a moody voice.


  "You are lucky Travis. Some people don't even have a car. Or a home," said Amy.


  She was starting to change her mind about Travis and this date. He seemed very spoiled.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  She had butterflies in her stomach – ‘to have butterflies in your stomach’ to feel very nervous. Schmetterlinge im Bauch haben


  was due – ‘to be due’ to be expected. fällig sein


  looking back at someone – to be looking at someone when they are looking at you. jemanden anschauen


  silky – soft and shiny, like silk. seidig


  fit her like a glove – to fit very well. wie angegossen passen


  spraying – ‘to spray’ to apply liquid in tiny drops. sprühen


  wasn't used to – ‘to be used to’ to be accustomed to, to be familiar with. gewöhnt sein


  high-heels – women’s shoes with a high heel. High Heels, hochhakige Schuhe


  styled – put into a style. gestylt


  toned – muscular. muskulös


  stuttered – ‘to stutter’ talk with involuntary repetition of sounds. stottern


  scarlet – a type of red. Scharlachrot


  lipstick – make-up for the lips. Lippenstift


  neighbour – a person who lives next door, or close by. Nachbar


  seemed – ‘to seem’ to give the impression of being something. scheinen


  take good care of – to look after, keep safe. sich gut kümmern um


  convertible – a car on which the roof can be taken down. Cabriolet


  expected – ‘to expect’ to be waiting for something you believe will happen. erwarten


  stingy – someone who doesn’t like to spend money. geizig


  Travis' – here the possessive apostrophe goes at the end of the word as ‘Travis’ ends in an ‘s’, e.g. Peter’s car, Travis’ car. Der Genitivapostroph steht hier am Ende des Wortes 'Travis', da es mit einem 's' endet.


  college – university in British English. Universität, College


  moody – a person whose moods frequently change. launisch


  to change her mind – to have a different idea from a previous idea. die Meinung ändern


  spoiled – a spoiled child has been given too much and is now unreasonable. verzogen, verwöhnt


  


  


  CHAPTER SEVEN


  


  6.15pm, sundown.


  New York City.


  


  It was sundown in New York. The attack began.


  The first places they attacked were the police headquarters. The human mercenaries and vampire soldiers used guns, bombs, knives and a range of other weapons, to kill the police officers. The vampires used special machines to stop mobile phones, radio, televisions and the Internet working. They didn't want the humans to tell the rest of the world what was happening. It took a lot of technical skills, but the vampires had been planning for a long time.


  Teams of vampires, and their human helpers, attacked power stations so that the electricity could not reach the city. The whole city was in darkness. At first the people of New York thought it was a terrorist attack. But soon they saw strange things...


  They saw soldiers with guns and night vision goggles. Strangest of all, they saw deathly pale men and women who were as fast as lightening. They seemed to have super-human strength and killed people in the blink of an eye. Soon rumours began to spread. People said that these ghostly white people had fangs like lions. People said they used their fangs to rip open human throats and...drink their blood!


  Fires spread and destroyed many buildings. Soon, people began to panic and many tried to leave the city. However, the vampires caught the people who tried to leave. They took them to huge warehouses. They were prisoners.


  Not everyone panicked. Some brave men and women tried to fight back. They used whatever they could find: knives, sticks and guns. But nothing worked. The human mercenaries wore bullet-proof body armour. If the humans shot the vampires, they only slowed down for a moment. After that, they were fine and started to kill again.


  However, some people were lucky. One brave woman was in her home when a vampire smashed through the window. The woman had never seen anything so scary. The vampire was male. He had blood all over his face and his fangs shone in the semi-darkness. The woman was terrified and wanted to protect her baby son. She desperately threw a bottle of whisky at the monster. The bottle smashed and the whisky went all over him.


  The vampire just laughed. He was about to attack when a spark came through the open window. It landed on him. The vampire burst into flames. He screamed and screamed. Suddenly, he seemed to implode. In place of a dead body, there was a puddle of black liquid. It looked and smelled disgusting.


  All over New York City, other brave people tried to fight, but the enemy was just too strong. The same thing was happening in the rest of the world. Wherever it was night, the evil armies attacked.


  In his underground fortress, Dragos watched the chaos on his huge screen. He smiled and seemed mesmerised by the violence and destruction.


  The vampire soldiers and human mercenaries attacked the cities, before moving out to the suburbs and small towns. Soon it would be time to leave New York City and begin to conquer the areas nearby. Places like New Jersey...


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  headquarters – the main building of an organisation. Hauptquartier


  a range of – lots of different types. Auswahl


  the rest of – the verb ‘to rest’ means to stop an activity and relax, but ‘the rest of’ means ‘the others’. Normalerweise bedeutet das Verb 'to rest' sich ausruhen doch in diesem Falle bedeutet es der Rest von


  a lot of – many. viel


  skills – things which a person does well. Fähigkeiten


  power stations – places where electricity is made. Kraftwerk


  night vision goggles – glasses which allow the wearer to see in the dark. Nachtsichtbrille


  deathly pale – extremely white, in an unpleasant way. totenblass


  lightening – electricity produced by a storm. Blitze


  in the blink of an eye – extremely quickly. in null Komma nichts


  spread –‘to spread’ to open out and extend its surface area. ausbreiten


  ghostly white - very white. geisterhaft weiß


  fangs – very sharp teeth. Fangzähne


  rip open – ‘to rip’ means to tear. aufreißen


  throat – the front part of the neck. Hals


  to panic – to lose composure and allow fear to control. Panik bekommen


  worked – ‘to work’ has two meanings, ‘to function’ e.g. a machine, and mental or physical effort to produce a result. funktionieren, schaffen


  bullet-proof body armour – clothing that bullets can’t penetrate. kugelsichere Weste


  smashed – ‘to smash’, to break into pieces. zerschlagen


  terrified – very scared. angsterfüllt


  spark – a fiery particle thrown off from a fire. Funke


  implode – to explode inwards. implodieren


  puddle – a small pool of water. Pfütze


  suburbs – the areas around a city where people live. Vororte


  nearby – close. nah


  


  


  CHAPTER EIGHT


  


  9pm.


  Luigi's restaurant, New Jersey.


  


  After the movie, they drove to the restaurant. Amy noticed that lots of people were trying to call on their cell phones, but nobody had a signal. Amy listened to Travis talk about his father's company. He seemed very proud of how much money his father earned, the places he visited and the size of their house. Amy tried to appear interested but Travis talked only about himself! Was this what all dates were like?


  After a while, they arrived at the restaurant. It was an Italian restaurant called Luigi's. Everyone knew it was very expensive. As they were entering, Travis spoke.


  "This is really expensive, Amy. You probably haven't been here. Don't feel nervous," he said.


  Amy felt annoyed. Travis seemed to be talking down to her. She didn't like it.


  "Is it really? Well I'm sure the food is great," she said, her mother had taught her to always be polite.


  In the kitchen, Jack was working hard that night, like he always did. His job was to collect the dirty dishes from the end of the bar and take them into the kitchen. He was going to get more dishes but when he came out of the kitchen, he froze. Amy was there with Travis. Travis was acting really full of himself. When he wanted a table, he clicked his fingers at Luigi. That was very rude.


  Amy looked so beautiful. Her hair shone, she had on an amazing dress which showed off her figure. She looked like a million dollars. However, Jack always thought she looked amazing. It didn't matter if she was wearing old jeans or a designer dress, he loved her no matter what she looked like.


  Amy was not enjoying her date with Travis. Not one bit. She had been bored in the car, now she felt embarrassed. He had changed completely. He didn't talk to her like a person. He was treating her like an object.


  As Travis talked about his last family trip to the Bahamas, Amy saw a boy from school who worked at the restaurant. His name was Jack Ranger and, although she had never talked to him, he seemed like a nice guy. She knew he had no family and that he lived in an orphanage. He didn't seem to have any friends.


  Over the years, Amy had tried to smile at him. But every time she did, he looked away. She had always thought he was just a shy guy. Her thoughts were interrupted by Travis' arrogant voice.


  "Order whatever you want Amy, I can afford it," he said rudely, "you probably don't eat in places like this very often, I know your mother isn't very wealthy," he added.


  Before Amy could answer and tell Travis exactly what she thought of him, he began again.


  "Oh look, it's that loser. What's he called? Jack...," he said.


  "Jack Ranger," said Amy, "his name's Jack Ranger. I don't think he's a loser. He seems like a hardworking, decent guy. Nicer than you anyway Travis!" she added, feeling angry. She couldn't help herself.


  "How dare you Amy Anderson! Don't you know how lucky you are?" said Travis, beginning to shout.


  "Travis, I don't care what you think. I'm leaving," said Amy.


  Just as she was about to get up, the restaurant fell silent. The president of the United States, Jane Howard, was on the TV behind the bar.


  Amy couldn't believe her ears...


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  size – how big something is, e.g. small or large. Größe


  appear – ‘to appear’ in this context, to look, to seem. scheinen, erscheinen, den Anschein haben


  annoyed – angry. verärgert


  talking down to – ‘to talk down to’ to speak to in a condescending way. von oben herab mit jemandem reden


  really full of himself – ‘to be full of oneself’ means to be very arrogant. eingebildet sein


  clicked – ‘to click one’s fingers’ is to make a noise using the finger and thumb. schnippen


  showed off – ‘to show off’ in this context, to display in a good way. zur Schau stellen


  it didn't matter – it wasn’t important. Es spielte keine Rolle.


  no matter what – whatever happened. ganz gleich, wie


  embarrassed – to feel self-conscious and uncomfortable. verlegen, beschämt


  treating – ‘to treat’ in this context, to act or behave in a specified manner toward someone. behandeln, betrachten als


  seemed – ‘to seem’, to give a certain impression, e.g. ‘he seemed happy, but was not.’ scheinen, den Anschein haben


  arrogant – to be self-important and believe you are better than other people. arrogant


  afford – ‘to afford’ to be able to pay for something. sich leisten, sich leisten können


  wealthy – rich wohlhabend


  loser – a derogatory name for someone who the person feels is not as worthy as themself. Verlierer


  decent – good. anständig


  couldn't help herself – to be unable to avoid doing something, ‘I can’t help myself, I’m addicted.’ es nicht ändern können


  how dare you – an exclamation, the speaker is expressing negative shock at something, someone has said or done. Wie kannst du nur? Was fällt dir ein?


  couldn't believe her ears – to find what you are hearing unbelievable. seinen Ohren nicht trauen


  


  


  CHAPTER NINE


  


  9pm. The underground fortress, New York.


  


  Dragos looked at the enormous screen. It showed that New York was destroyed. There were burning cars and broken buildings. He could see groups of humans trying to hide. He could see vampires chasing other humans and drinking their blood. It looked like hell on earth and he had created it. He felt satisfied.


  In only a few hours, they had taken New York and other major cities around the world. The humans had acted like frightened animals. They were pathetic. The world had changed in only one night. Vampires were now the leaders, humans the slaves… almost.


  Although the cities had fallen, there were still the small towns and suburbs. Dragos checked a computer screen. It showed a map where the warehouses were. In each warehouse were thousands of humans, they were now the vampires' prisoners. The vampires now owned them, like humans owned cows. And everybody knew what humans did to cows...


  Dragos smiled at his beautiful sister. Daciana went to him. Her lips were as red as rubies against her snowy white skin. She felt extremely proud of her brother, he was controlling everything. Soon the vampires would rule the world. Daciana was looking forward to having slaves. She would drink their blood every day and if they tried to stop her, she would torture them! Dragos opened his mouth and spoke.


  "Daciana, my beautiful sister," he said.


  They kissed one another on the cheek.


  "New York, Boston, Washington and New Orleans, they all belong to us. Our troops are now conquering the suburbs and small towns. It is going exactly as planned," Dragos said triumphantly.


  "I know, you did it!" said Daciana.


  "I couldn't have done it without you Daciana," said Dragos lovingly.


  Dragos and Daciana loved each other a lot. Vampire twins were very rare. Dragos and Daciana were famous in the vampire world. All the vampires knew that they went everywhere together and that they killed together. The vampires thought that when the attack was finished, the two twins would control New York together.


  Before he could continue, a blond-haired male vampire interrupted. He was handsome and wearing a brown leather jacket. He looked nervously at Dragos. Dragos was a cruel and violent vampire and he scared the people around him. They knew what he could do, if you made him angry. The blond-haired vampire swallowed and spoke to Dragos, his voice was trembling.


  "Sir, you must see this," he said.


  "What is it?" questioned Dragos angrily. He didn't want interruptions at this important time.


  "It's the president sir. She's making a special broadcast," the vampire told him.


  Dragos was furious! Had he understood correctly?


  "What! Impossible! I thought we jammed all the communication channels. How is this possible?" he demanded.


  "I don't know sir. They must have found a way," the blond vampire said nervously.


  "Show me!" screamed Dragos.


  The blond vampire pushed a button and the president's face filled the screen. It was a live broadcast. The president began to speak...


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  enormous – very big. enorm, gewaltig


  chasing – ‘to chase’ to try to catch. jagen, verfolgen


  major cities – the biggest, most important cities. Metropole


  warehouses – huge buildings, where things are stored. Lagerhäuser


  owned – ‘to own’, if somebody owns a thing, it is their property. besitzen


  rubies – red precious stones. Rubine


  looking forward to – ‘to look forward to something’, is to anticipate it. sich freuen auf


  they all belong to us – we are their owners. Sie gehören alle uns.


  triumphantly – celebrating winning. triumphierend


  leather – material made from cow skin. Leder


  swallowed – ‘to swallow’ to take something down the throat. schlucken


  trembling – ‘to tremble’ is to shake. zittern


  furious – very angry. zornig


  we jammed all the communication channels – ‘to jam’, to stop from working, to block. blockieren, lahm legen


  live broadcast – a broadcast that is happening right now. Livesendung


  


  


  CHAPTER TEN


  


  9.05pm.


  Luigi's restaurant, New Jersey.


  


  In the restaurant, all the customers were mesmerised by the president's words.


  "Citizens of America. We are under attack. What I am about to tell you will be difficult to believe," she said.


  The president paused, she struggled to control her emotions.


  "Vampires have been living among us for centuries. They have hidden in the shadows, watching and waiting. They have been waiting to take over the world. Now the time has come. As I speak, vampires and their human soldiers, have control of many of the world's major cities. They have destroyed the police forces and armies. They have killed millions of people and they are taking prisoners. Many brave people have died trying to fight the vampires and we have learned some of their weaknesses. We have learned how to kill them..." the president stopped suddenly.


  On the TV, Amy could hear guns firing and screaming. Something was happening in the studio where the president was.


  "I don't have much time. The vampires are here. My guards are trying to stop them but they are too strong. Listen carefully, vampires can be killed by wood through the heart, fire or decapitation. They are stronger and faster than humans, but they cannot come out in daylight. Now they have the cities, they will soon be reaching small towns and suburbs. I..."


  Suddenly, a vampire appeared on screen next to the president. It was a female. She moved as fast as a cheetah. The president screamed as the vampire ripped into her throat with her long, sharp fangs. Blood sprayed onto the camera lens and the screen went bright red. There were more screams and then the screen went blank.


  The people in the restaurant were silent for a moment. Amy looked at Travis, she was too shocked to speak. She looked around. Some people were sobbing, others were staring into space. She saw Jack, he had come out of the kitchen and he was looking at her.


  Travis began to panic. He stood up and started to shout.


  "We're all going to die! We're all going to die!" he yelled.


  Amy looked at him. He wasn't arrogant anymore. He was scared and confused. She felt sorry for him.


  "Travis, calm down. It's OK, sit back down," she said soothingly.


  "OK? Are you crazy? You're so stupid, Amy! You don't know anything," he screamed in Amy's face.


  "Travis, I'm only trying to help you," Amy replied.


  "Help? I don't need your help! How can someone like you help me?" he said nastily.


  Jack had been watching and came over.


  "Hey Travis, you don't need to speak to Amy like that. She's trying to help you," he said calmly.


  "You are an idiot, just like her! You're both idiots. You..." Travis didn't finish.


  Outside came the sound of people screaming and a gun firing. Amy could hear somebody screaming in the street.


  "They're here, they're here. The vampires are here," a man's voice called.


  Amy's heart almost stopped with fear.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  mesmerised – to have one’s attention held. fasziniert, hypnotisiert


  paused – ‘to pause’ is to stop for moment. pausieren, innehalten


  to take over the world – ‘to take over’, to take control. übernehmen


  weaknesses – vulnerabilities. Schwächen


  suddenly – unexpectedly. plötzlich


  decapitation – removal of the head. Enthauptung


  went blank – everything disappeared. wurde leer


  sobbing – ‘to sob’ is to cry. schluchzen


  staring – ‘to stare’ to look at for a long moment. starren, anstarren


  calm down – relax. sich beruhigen


  soothingly – in a calming way. beruhigend, besänftigend


  


  


  CHAPTER ELEVEN


  


  A few minutes earlier.


  The underground fortress, New York.


  


  "No!” screamed Dragos.


  Dragos grabbed the blond vampire and threw him at the screen. The vampire hit the screen and it smashed into hundreds of sharp pieces. All the vampires in the room looked. The vampire stood up. He was not hurt and just shook the shards of glass from his clothes. He was lucky, Dragos sometimes killed vampires who brought him bad news.


  "I don't believe it! The president told the humans how to kill us. Now they know what is happening. They have seen us murder their president. Now they will be angry and fight back," he said.


  Daciana looked at her brother. As twins, they shared a connection and she could feel his anger. He was furious and she understood why.


  "Be calm, brother. We have control of the cities. Our troops are now arriving at the suburbs and small towns. Soon it will be over," she said.


  "I know sister. But now the humans know how to destroy us, they will try. We have killed millions but they still outnumber us," said Dragos, he added, "we must increase our numbers by making new vampires."


  Daciana seemed to think about this for a moment. She knew Dragos was correct. The humans were weaker than vampires, but there were more of them. This could become a real problem.


  "You are right brother," she said, "but not too many. We will have to train the new vampires and we still need enough humans to feed on."


  "Yes of course, Daciana. You are right," Dragos replied.


  Dragos thought and paused in front of the controls for a moment. He was going to make an announcement. He had waited so long to take over the world. The cities were destroyed but there were still lots of humans in the small towns and suburbs. What could he do? When changing a human into a vampire, it was important to choose carefully. Suddenly, Dragos clicked his fingers. He knew what he was going to say.


  "I have an idea," he said to Daciana.


  Dragos pushed a button and spoke into a microphone.


  "Vampire squadron commanders," he said, "I have an important message. The president has told the humans how we can be killed. The humans will try and fight us. We must increase the number of vampires. Tonight, I want you to choose one human and make them a vampire. Choose carefully. They must be young and physically attractive. Look for someone who will make a good vampire, someone who is not afraid to be cruel. Bite them tonight, and tomorrow night they will be one of us. It will be your job to teach them the vampire ways. Now, go into the suburbs and conquer. America will be ours!" shouted Dragos.


  Behind him in the room, the waiting vampires cheered. Daciana put her cold hand on her twin brother's shoulder.


  "Well done," she said, "I knew you would know what to say. We will conquer the world, we will make the rivers run with blood!"


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  shards of glass – pieces of glass. Glasscherben


  fight back – to retaliate after being attacked, here ‘back’ means to return the act. zurückschlagen, sich rächen


  outnumber – ‘to outnumber’ to be more than. übertreffen, zahlenmäßig überlegen sein


  increase – ‘to increase’ is to make bigger. erhöhen, steigern


  enough – ‘sufficient’. genug, ausreichend


  to feed on – ‘to eat’, normally used for animals. sich ernähren von


  to make an announcement – to tell something important. eine Ankündigung machen


  squadron – a group of soldiers who work together. Schwadron


  afraid – scared. ängstlich


  conquer – ‘to conquer’ is to beat, or take over. erobern


  


  


  CHAPTER TWELVE


  


  9.10pm.


  Amy’s house.


  


  Christine Anderson was upstairs in her bedroom, where she was desperately trying to call Amy. She kept trying her cell phone but there was no signal. A few minutes ago, Christine had seen the president on TV. She had heard her talk about the vampires and then seen one of them kill her! It was like something out of a nightmare. Was she sleeping? Was this real? She looked at her phone and checked the battery, it was charged but there was still no signal. Christine frowned.


  The president had said that the vampires now controlled many of the world's cities. She had said that soon they would come to small towns and suburbs. This was a small town...


  Outside Christine heard gunfire and a scream. Her heart beat faster. It was really happening. Her hands shook as she tried to call Amy one more time. She sighed. There was still no answer.


  Downstairs, Christine heard a crash and breaking glass. Somebody was breaking into her home. Christine was a brave woman. She found the baseball bat she kept under the bed and held it high. If there was a vampire in her home, she was going to fight.


  Slowly, she crept down the stairs. Her feet were silent on the soft carpet. Christine heard a noise and her heart beat faster. She could hear someone in the kitchen. Christine's heart was beating even faster now. She was sweating and her mouth was dry.


  What if it is a vampire? The president said they were strong and fast, she thought.


  Christine walked along the hallway, towards the kitchen. She saw a photo of Amy, Jen, herself and her ex-husband. It was taken five years ago. Things had been different then, they had been happy. However, when Amy was thirteen, they had divorced. Now Amy's father lived far away. Christine wondered what he was doing now. She thought about her other daughter Jen and she hoped she was safe in Nevada, on her school camping trip.


  She was almost at the kitchen. She reached the door. Christine could hear a noise, but she didn't recognise it. She reached out her hand and grasped the door handle. Christine took a deep breath and opened it. Her heart was almost exploding with fear. It was...


  It was a raccoon. Christine put down the baseball bat and smiled. She realised that she had left the kitchen window open. The raccoon had entered and knocked over a glass jar full of cookies. It was a mess but at least it wasn't a vampire!


  "I am glad to see you, little fella," she said happily, "I thought I had an intruder."


  The raccoon looked at her as it nibbled a cookie. Suddenly, it screeched and jumped out of the kitchen window.


  "Hey! Come back!" Christine called, "don't leave me with all this mess."


  Christine sighed. She was about to pick up a brush when she felt a hand on her shoulder. It was very cold and large. Christine's blood ran cold.


  She was no longer alone in the kitchen...


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  cell phone – in British English ‘mobile’ or ‘mobile phone’. Handy


  nightmare – bad dream. Albtraum


  it was charged – in this context, ‘it had enough energy’. Es war geladen.


  Christine frowned – ‘to frown’ to make a facial expression when confused or unhappy. die Stirn runzeln


  gunfire – the sound guns make. Schüsse


  a crash – a loud noise. Krachen


  the baseball bat – the object used to hit the ball in baseball. Baseballschläger


  It was taken five years ago – here the passive verb form is used as the person who took the photo is not mentioned. Es wurde vor fünf Jahren gemacht. Hier wird die Passivform des Verbes benutzt, da die Person, die das Foto gemacht hat, nicht erwähnt wird.


  divorced – ‘to divorce’ is to end a marriage. sich scheiden lassen


  grasped – ‘to grasp’ is to take roughly. greifen, packen


  took a deep breath – ‘to take a deep breath’ is to breathe deeply. tief durchatmen


  knocked over – ‘to knock over’ is to cause to fall. umstoßen, umwerfen


  glass jar – a jar is a container. Glasgefäß


  fella – an informal word for ‘man’. Kerl, Typ


  intruder – someone who has come into a place uninvited. Eindringling


  nibbled – ‘to nibble’ is to eat a small piece of something. knabbern, naschen


  screeched – ‘to screech’ is to make a high-pitched noise. quietschen


  sighed – ‘to sigh’, to emit a breath when tired or sad. seufzen


  to pick up a brush – ‘to pick up’ is a phrasal verb, to take. aufheben, mitnehmen


  Christine's blood ran cold – she was extremely scared. Christines Blut gefror in ihren Adern.


  


  


  CHAPTER THIRTEEN


  


  9.15pm.


  Luigi's restaurant.


  


  The restaurant was chaos. People were talking, crying and shouting. Nobody knew what to do. Some people were trying to make calls on their mobile phones, but there was no signal.


  More shots were fired in the street and there was more screaming. Amy could hear dogs barking and an explosion.


  Suddenly, five people appeared at the restaurant door. They entered. Two of the men looked like soldiers and carried guns. Amy thought they looked cruel and dangerous.


  The other three looked strange. Two were women and one was a man. They all wore black leather clothes and were incredibly good-looking. They looked about twenty years old. One of the women was blond and the other was a redhead. Amy thought they must be vampires.


  "Humans," said the male, "I am Thandor. I am a vampire. I represent the new rulers of this country and the planet."


  Amy heard someone gasp in shock.


  "The human race is no longer free. We have come to take you to a warehouse. You are now our prisoners," he said.


  The room fell silent. One of the female customers started crying and fell to her knees. However, after a moment, Luigi stepped forward.


  "Go to hell! We don't belong to you," Luigi shouted, "get out of my restaurant!"


  Suddenly, as quick as lightening, Thandor grabbed Luigi and bit him on the throat. Luigi's blood squirted, it was dark red.


  The restaurant erupted into chaos. The customers began to rush towards the door. The two female vampires started attacking customers and the soldiers fired their guns. Thandor was still drinking Luigi's blood.


  Next, the redheaded vampire tried to bite Travis, but he jumped behind Amy. He was using her as a shield!


  "No, take her! She's useless and stupid!" he yelled.


  The vampire laughed.


  "You have a wicked soul human," she said, "you would sacrifice the girl to save your own skin."


  The vampire pushed Travis away and tried to take Amy, she had her fangs out. She wanted to bite Amy on the neck! Just at that moment, Amy heard a loud voice.


  "No!" it screamed, "don't you touch her!"


  It was Jack. Before she knew it, Jack was running towards them. Amy looked at his hands. He was carrying a pan of boiling water.


  "Amy!" he screamed, "duck!"


  Amy ducked and Jack threw the boiling water into the vampire's face. She released Amy's arm and fell down. Her face was burned and she had her hands over her eyes. Travis ran towards the front door.


  "Quick, Amy!" said Jack, "come with me, let's go out the back door.”


  Amy didn't hesitate. She followed Jack. They ran through the kitchen. Amy's heart was beating like a drum. Jack had risked his life for her, yet Travis was prepared to sacrifice her in the blink of an eye.


  "Jack," she said, "thank you."


  "Thank me when we get out of this alive," he replied.


  They arrived at the back door.


  "OK" said Jack, "this door leads to an alley. We need to get out of here."


  Suddenly, the redheaded vampire appeared at the other end of the kitchen. Her face was completely healed, but she looked very angry. She walked slowly towards them, an evil smile on her face.


  "You!" she yelled, "will die!"


  "Come on let's go" said Jack.


  He pushed the door but it didn't move.


  "There's something on the other side. I can't move it. We're trapped!" he said.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  incredibly – extremely unglaublich


  redhead – someone with ginger (orange) hair. Rotschopf


  new rulers – the people who are now in charge. die neuen Machthaber


  gasp in shock – ‘to gasp’ is to make a noise when breathing in. nach Luft schnappen


  get out of my restaurant – leave my restaurant. Raus aus meinem Restaurant!


  squirted – ‘to squirt’ is to cause a liquid to travel in a thin, fast stream or jet: "she squirted soda into a glass". spritzen


  erupted – ‘to erupt’ what volcanoes do but here it means to suddenly become loud. ausbrechen, explodieren


  to rush – ‘to rush’ is to move quickly. hetzen, eilen


  was still drinking – ‘still’ here means that the act continued. war immer noch am Trinken, trank immer noch


  shield – something used to stop something from harming you. Schild, Schutzschild


  wicked – very bad. böse, verrucht


  sacrifice – ‘to sacrifice’ to allow someone to die. opfern


  duck! – an exclamation used to tell a person to get down in an emergency. Also a bird which lives near water. ‘to duck’ means to move down when something is going to hit you. sich ducken


  hesitate – ‘to hesitate’ is to wait. zögern


  alley – a very small street between buildings. Gasse


  healed – ‘to heal’, when an injury improves. heilen


  yelled – ‘to yell’, to shout. schreien


  


  


  CHAPTER FOURTEEN


  


  9.20pm. Luigi's Kitchen.


  


  Jack hit his shoulder hard against the door. It moved slightly. The redheaded vampire let out an angry scream. She had been tormenting them by walking slowly. Now she realised they might escape.


  Suddenly, the vampire and her human soldier started to run towards Amy and Jack.


  Amy's heart was pounding. She had never been this scared in all her life. She desperately wanted to live, she didn't want to die. Amy was so scared, time seemed to slow and she had an idea.


  "Jack," she said, "I'll count to three and then we will push as hard as we can. One, two, three!"


  The two teenagers pushed with all their strength. The door opened!


  The vampire’s eyes widened in shock. Anger exploded inside her. She was almost at the door.


  "Quick, let's go," said Jack.


  They went through the door into the dark alley. Jack saw a huge crate of bottles, it had been blocking the door. He put the crate against the door. On the other side of the door, the vampire was pushing powerfully. She was extremely strong. The door was opening. Jack used his body to hold it shut.


  "Run Amy!" he called, "she's too strong. I'll hold the door. You save yourself."


  Amy looked at Jack. She saw how brave he was.


  "No!" Amy shouted, "you risked your life for me once tonight. I won’t leave you."


  Amy was desperately thinking of something to do. She could see the vampire's arm coming through the space in the door. Her nails were sharp and she was trying to scratch Jack.


  At that moment, Amy hated the redheaded vampire with all her heart. Why were the vampires doing this? What had the humans ever done to hurt them? All her life Amy had hated bullies, strong people who hurt weaker people. The redheaded vampire was a bully. She was stronger and more powerful than Amy and Jack. It made Amy burn with anger.


  Suddenly, Amy saw a shovel lying on the ground. She had an idea. She picked it up. Next, Amy aimed the sharp, flat part towards the vampire’s arm. Amy ran extremely fast towards the arm. The shovel cut off the vampire's arm. Blood gushed from the vampire's arm, like a red river. The door slammed shut. Behind the door the vampire screamed in pain. She was angry and she killed the human soldier. His blood mixed with her blood. The kitchen looked like a nightmare.


  The arm was lying on the ground in the alley. Amy and Jack watched as it changed into black liquid.


  "Come on," said Amy, "let's go."


  Together they ran down the alley.


  "What do we do now?" said Amy.


  "I know," said Jack, "follow me."


  Jack went over to Travis' car and smashed the window. He opened the door from the inside. Amy and Jack got into the car.


  "But we don't have the keys!" said Amy.


  "Don't worry," said Jack, "I stole them from Travis when the vampire attacked you. I thought we might need them."


  "Oh, wonderful!" said Amy.


  "Where shall we go?" asked Jack.


  "Let's go to my house. We can find my mother, she will know what to do. Oh and Jack, thank you," said Amy.


  There was a full moon in the black sky. Human screams and gunfire filled the night. Jack started the car and they drove off.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  slightly – not very much. etwas


  tormenting – ‘to torment’ to cause someone to suffer. quälen


  pounding – ‘to pound’ to make a loud noise. pochen


  widened – ‘to widen’ is to make larger. weiten


  crate of bottles – a crate is a container with spaces for bottles. Wasserkiste


  risked your life for me – ‘to risk one’s life’ is to put one’s life in danger to help another. sein Leben riskieren


  a shovel – a tool used for digging. Schaufel


  aimed – ‘to aim’ to point something in a direction. zielen


  cut off – ‘to cut off’ is to remove. abschneiden


  gushed – ‘to gush’ when liquid flows strongly. strömen, sich ergießen


  slammed shut – ‘to slam shut’ is to close loudly. zuschlagen


  


  


  CHAPTER FIFTEEN


  


  9.30pm.


  Amy’s house.


  


  When Christine Anderson felt the fingers on her shoulder, she froze. But only for a second. One second later, she spun around and hit the intruder with the baseball bat.


  "Don't!" cried a man's voice.


  It was her neighbour, Paul Jenkins from across the street. Christine stopped just in time.


  "Paul, you scared me to death," she said, "what are you doing here?"


  "I came to see if you were OK. Did you see the president?" he asked.


  "Yes, I did," replied Christine sadly, tears in her eyes.


  They stood in silence for a moment. They both looked at each other and then Christine began to cry. Paul didn't know what to do. He didn't really know Christine well. Next, he took her and gave her a hug, it seemed like the only right thing to do.


  "There, there. It's OK, try not to worry," he said.


  "Thank you Paul," said Christine, sniffing.


  "Where is Amy?" he asked.


  "That's the problem, she went on a date but I cannot reach her," said Christine.


  "Ah," Paul said, "people are saying that it's the vampires. They have done something to stop the telephones and Internet working. That's how they were able to take over the cities so fast," he added.


  Christine was about to speak, when they heard a loud noise. It was the front door, somebody had smashed it and they were in the house. Christine could hear voices.


  "Paul," she said, "it's the vampires, they are in my house!"


  "Now listen Christine, do exactly as I say," said Paul.


  Next, Paul grabbed her and pushed her into a large cupboard.


  "Stay in there Christine and no matter what happens, do not make a sound! Promise me! Say it!" said Paul.


  "I promise," said Christine.


  Suddenly, three people ran into the kitchen. They were three men. All were pale, good-looking and wore leather jackets.


  "So what do we have here?" laughed one.


  "Not trying to hide from us, I hope," said another.


  "That's very rude," said another, in a silly voice.


  Christine could see it all through a small crack in the door. Paul looked very brave but she could tell he was scared. All these years they had been neighbours and she never knew what a good man he was. Christine felt a tear run down her face.


  "This isn't your house," said Paul, "I suggest you leave, now," he added.


  "You WHAT!" screamed the tallest vampire.


  "I said, I suggest you leave now!" Paul shouted back.


  Suddenly, Christine understood what was happening. Paul was making the vampires angry so they would take him away. He was sacrificing his life for hers.


  Next, one of the vampires grabbed Paul and bit him on the neck. The other two vampires each grabbed one of his wrists. They began to drink his blood. Christine felt sick. She couldn't believe her eyes.


  After a few minutes, they had finished. Paul was dead and they let his body fall to the ground, like a piece of trash.


  "Come on let's go," said the tallest one, he looked like the leader.


  "Yeah, I'm still thirsty," said another.


  The vampires were almost out the door when Christine knocked over a bottle in the cupboard. The three vampires froze. They had heard her.


  "I think we have a little mouse," laughed one.


  "Come out, come out, wherever you are!" said his friend.


  After that, one of the vampires opened the cupboard door and pulled Christine out. She didn't scream, she was scared to death but she wouldn't show it.


  "Did you think we wouldn't find you?" asked the tall one.


  "Go to hell! said Christine, spitting in his face.


  "You're brave," he said, cleaning his face with his hand.


  "Did you say you were thirsty?" said one of the others to his friend.


  With those words, they grabbed Christine and began to drink her blood. She didn't cry out once. As her life was sucked away, the last thing she thought of was her two daughters’ smiling faces, and then it all went black.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  froze – the past tense of ‘to freeze’ which means when a liquid turns to a solid, here it means to stop and stand still. erstarren


  she spun around – ‘to spin around’, to turn quickly. sich drehen


  right thing – the best thing, the correct thing. das Richtige


  sniffing – ‘to sniff’ to make a noise with one’s nose. schnüffeln, schniefen


  I cannot reach her – I cannot contact her. Ich kann sie nicht erreichen.


  cupboard – place with a door in which to store things. Schrank


  silly – not serious. albern


  small crack – a small opening in the door. ein kleiner Riss


  I suggest – ‘to suggest’ means to give an idea. vorschlagen


  a piece of trash – British English, a piece of rubbish. ein Stück Abfall/Müll


  I'm still thirsty – ‘still’ - I remain thirsty after drinking. Ich bin immer noch durstig.


  she was scared to death – very scared. Sie war zu Tode geängstigt.


  spitting in his face – ‘to spit’ is to eject saliva from the mouth. spucken


  


  


  CHAPTER SIXTEEN


  


  9.45pm.


  The Jones’ house, New Jersey.


  


  Anna Jones could not believe what was happening. Vampires were taking over the world! It was like something from a horror film. Anna was at home, when the president had made her broadcast on TV. When the vampire had murdered the president, Anna almost vomited from shock. It was like a nightmare, and she wanted to wake up.


  Since the president's broadcast, Anna had stayed at home. She had turned off all the lights, and was sitting quietly in the dark. She wondered what to do. Anna looked at the photo of her parents on her bedside table. She saw their loving, smiling faces and a tear ran down her pretty face. She really missed them. They were visiting friends in California. She wished they were here now, but they were nearly three thousand miles away.


  Outside, Anna heard a noise in the street. She looked out of her window and saw vampires going from house to house. They were breaking the doors and taking the people. They killed some but put others in the back of huge trucks. Where were they taking them? Anna decided she wasn't going to stay to find out.


  Suddenly, Anna had an idea. She would go to Amy's house. She knew that Amy was on a date with Travis. Anna thought that maybe Amy would go home to hide from the vampires. But if Amy was out, Anna could hide with Christine Anderson.


  Anna put on her coat and crept out the back door. There was a cold wind, which hurt her skin. She could hear people crying and the vampires and soldiers shouting angrily. There was a hole in Anna's garden fence and she went through it. It was only a ten minute walk to Amy's house.


  After five minutes, Anna was almost at Amy's house. She was crossing a road when suddenly, two men appeared in front of her. Anna knew instantly that they were vampires, they were pale, good-looking and had cruel, black eyes. They blocked her path. One was blond and tall, while the other was stocky and had black hair.


  "Hello there pretty girl," said the dark-haired one.


  Anna decided she would act normally.


  "Oh hi!" she said, "have we met? My name's Anna," she said, happily.


  The two vampires looked at each other. They weren't used to this. Humans were normally terrified.


  "Don't you know what we are? said the blond-haired vampire.


  "You just seem like two nice guys out for an evening walk," replied Anna, "anyway guys, I don't mean to be rude, but I'm late. It was nice meeting you."


  Anna walked off quickly, she thought she had escaped but she felt a hand on her shoulder. The blond vampire pulled her back.


  "That was clever, you almost fooled us," he said.


  "Yeah, until we smelled your fear," said the other.


  Next, they pulled Anna into the road. She struggled but they were too strong. The vampires were about to bite Anna, when suddenly she heard a car driving loudly. It was going to hit them. The vampires looked shocked, Anna jumped out of the way.


  The car hit both of the vampires hard. One of them was badly injured. He was lying on the ground with blood all around him. The other was not so badly injured, he crawled to Anna.


  "I'm coming for you pretty girl," he said.


  Just then, Amy jumped out of the car.


  "I don't think so!" she said.


  Amy took out the shovel and chopped off the vampire's head. Blood went everywhere, in a scarlet fountain.


  "Oh Amy," said Anna, "I am glad to see you!"


  "Come on," Amy said, "let's get out of here."


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  turned off – ‘to turn off’ to stop from working. ausschalten


  she really missed them – ‘to miss someone’ to wish that they were with you. jemanden vermissen


  crept – past tense of ‘to creep’, to move slowly and carefully. kriechen


  hurt – ‘to hurt’ is to cause pain. verletzen


  a hole – an opening. Loch


  fence – wooden or metal structure, like a wall. Zaun


  instantly – straight away, without waiting. sofort, augenblicklich


  they blocked her path – they wouldn’t let her pass. Sie blockierten ihren Weg.


  stocky – not slim, but short and muscular. untersetzt


  they weren't used to this – ‘to be used to’ is ‘to be accustomed to’ or ‘to be familiar with’. gewohnt sein


  you almost fooled us – ‘to fool someone’ is to trick them and make them believe a lie. jemanden täuschen


  were about to – ‘to be about to’ at the point of carrying out an act. gerade dabei sein, etwas zu tun


  he crawled – ‘to crawl’ to move on one’s knees, like a baby. kriechen, krabbeln


  


  


  CHAPTER SEVENTEEN


  


  11.30pm.


  The underground fortress, New York.


  


  There was a party, deep below New York in the underground fortress. The vampires were celebrating, it was almost morning and now they ruled the world. The cities on the east coast of America had been taken. In other places where night had just begun, everything was going well. Some of the vampires were laughing and dancing, others stood drinking blood from expensive glasses. Dragos was looking at the huge map on the screen. It was nearly all red, this showed the parts of the world where vampires now ruled. He thought about the future and all his exciting plans. There were the blood farms he had thought about, and the drug that would allow vampires to walk in the sun. He would build a castle above ground, in it he would have a huge bath which he would fill with blood...


  "Darling brother," said Daciana, taking him from his thoughts.


  "Sister," said Dragos, "you look well."


  Dragos was right, Daciana looked stunning in a deep red, velvet dress. Her hair had red feathers in it and she was wearing black lipstick. Many of the vampires were looking at her, hoping she would look at them.


  Dragos heard a noise from the control panel, it was a call from the squad in New Jersey. He pushed the button and spoke.


  "Yes," said Dragos.


  "Sir, it's Thandor," said a man's voice.


  Thandor was a vampire and the leader of the New Jersey squad. It was very late to be reporting. Dragos wondered if there was a problem.


  "Thandor, what is the situation? There are no problems, I hope," said Dragos.


  Thandor seemed to hesitate for a moment, before speaking.


  "We have New Jersey under control sir. We have killed thousands and have chosen some humans to make into vampires. We also have many prisoners for the warehouses," he said.


  "Any problems?" asked Dragos, he could hear that Thandor was hiding something.


  "Well... one of our vampires was injured," he said.


  "Only one, that's not a problem," said Dragos, "who was it?"


  "It was Tatianna, sir," said Thandor nervously, he knew what was coming.


  "What! What happened?" screamed Dragos, "I told you to protect her.”


  Tatianna was Dragos' favourite cousin. She was a beautiful redhead and an excellent vampire. She was dangerous and cruel. Tatiana had been born a vampire, two hundred years ago. Dragos had been one hundred then and he had loved her like a little sister.


  "Well sir, it was two human teenagers. A boy and a girl," he said, "the boy threw boiling water in her face. When she chased them, the girl cut off her arm."


  "They did what? It will take three months for her to grow a new arm! Three months!" shouted Dragos, "where are they now? I hope you caught them."


  "Well no sir, we haven't. They got away and it seems they didn't stop with Tatianna. Two of our vampires were chasing a girl, when a car came and hit them. Then a girl jumped out of the car and killed one of the vampires. They escaped and their description matches the teenagers who hurt Tatianna," said Thandor.


  "How could you let this happen? I will see you tomorrow night, it is almost morning." said Dragos.


  Dragos was furious and he knew what he was going to do with Thandor.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  stunning – ‘to stun’ means to shock, here stunning means ‘amazing’. atemberaubend, überwältigend


  reporting – ‘to report’ is to give news. berichten


  hesitate – ‘to hesitate’ is to wait. zögern


  got away – ‘to get away’ is to escape. entkommen


  their description matches – ‘to match’ means ‘to be the same as’. übereinstimmen


  


  


  CHAPTER EIGHTEEN


  


  Dawn, the next day.


  Amy’s house.


  


  The sun was rising when Amy, Jack and Anna arrived at Amy's house. After they rescued Anna, they parked the car in a wood so the vampires wouldn't find them. They had slept for a few hours. Next, they had driven to Amy's house. The phones still didn't work so Amy couldn't call her mother. Amy hoped she was OK.


  They parked the car outside Amy's house and got out. Because it was daylight, Amy left the shovel in the car. It had saved her life two times last night, but now all the vampires were asleep. The three friends were walking towards the path, when Amy stopped.


  "Something is wrong," Amy said, "I can feel it."


  "What do you mean?" said Jack.


  "I don't know," she said, "I just feel it."


  "Look!" shouted Anna, "the door is broken!"


  The three teenagers looked at the wooden, front door. It was broken, it looked like it had been kicked in by someone strong. A vampire...


  "Mom!" screamed Amy, and ran as fast as she could towards the house.


  "Amy!" shouted Jack, "wait!"


  But Amy was already at the door. She jumped over the broken wood and ran into the house. Anna and Jack followed her. Amy called out for her mother.


  "Mom! Mom! It's me. Where are you?" she said.


  It was obvious that there had been a struggle in the house, things were broken. Amy picked up a photo from the floor. The glass and frame were broken. The photo showed Amy, Jen, her mother and father. They were smiling. Slowly, Amy walked into the kitchen. What she saw next broke her heart.


  Her mother was there. She was cold and lifeless. She lay on the kitchen floor, her dead eyes were staring at the ceiling.


  "Mom!" whimpered Amy, "oh mom!"


  When she heard her friend's screams, Anna came running into the kitchen.


  "Christine!" she cried.


  Christine Anderson had been like a mother to Anna for most of her life. Anna was distraught, for her own loss and Amy's loss.


  Jack stood in the hallway and watched the two girls. He was brave when it came to fighting vampires, but now he didn't know what to say. Instead, he went out to the car to get the shovel. There was a grave that he needed to dig.


  They buried Christine Anderson at 11am that day. Jack had dug a grave under her favourite tree in the garden. Amy and Anna had cried for hours up in Amy's bedroom, after they found Christine's dead body. However, at 11am they went into the garden. Amy wiped her eyes and placed some flowers on her mother's grave.


  "I would like to say a few words," she told her friends.


  "Go ahead," said Anna.


  "Yes," said Jack, "you need to say goodbye."


  Amy took a deep breath and swallowed.


  "Mom, this time yesterday, you were giving me money to buy a new dress. I can still smell the butter melting on the toast and the fresh coffee..." Amy almost cried, but she bit her lip and continued.


  "I can smell your perfume and hear your voice. You said you loved me and you know what mom, I love you. You were the best mother anyone could ever wish for. Kind, generous, loving and just wonderful. I want to promise you now that I will find Jen for you and I'll look after her. I want to promise you too that I will fight the monsters that have taken you from me. I will never give up or surrender. I will do whatever it takes to send those blood-sucking monsters back to hell. I'll do it for you mom. Goodbye," Amy said.


  After those words, Amy turned to her friends.


  "I need some time alone now guys. Meet me back here in a few hours, we need to talk," she said.


  Anna and Jack watched their friend walk away.


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  rescued – ‘to rescue’ is to save someone from danger. retten


  something is wrong – something doesn’t seem right. Etwas ist falsch. Etwas stimmt nicht.


  it was obvious – it was easy to see. Es war offensichtlich.


  frame – the wooden or metal part around a picture. Rahmen


  broke her heart – made her deeply sad. brach ihr Herz


  whimpered – ‘to whimper’ is to make a quiet, sad sound. winseln


  distraught – extremely sad. verzweifelt, bestürzt


  grave – a hole in the ground for a dead body. Grab


  dig – ‘to dig’ to make a hole in the ground. graben


  wiped her eyes – ‘to wipe’ is to rub. reiben


  placed – ‘to place’ means to put. platzieren


  go ahead – expression used to give permission. weitermachen


  melting – ‘to melt’ when a solid turns to a liquid. schmelzen


  surrender – ‘to surrender’ to give one’s self up to the enemy. aufgeben


  


  


  CHAPTER NINETEEN


  


  A few hours later.


  The underground fortress, New York.


  


  The hall was full of vampires. They sat in rows on chairs. There wasn't enough room for them all so hundreds were standing too. At the front of the hall, Dragos stood on a stage. The vampires were chatting excitedly. They were describing what they had seen in the city. Destroyed buildings, burned cars, dead bodies. It was chaos. The world belonged to them now. The blood would flow...


  "Vampires," said Dragos.


  His loud, clear voice, rang like a bell in the busy room.


  The vampires stopped talking and looked at their leader.


  "We have waited. We have watched and hated. We hated the humans who played in the sun, while we hid in the shadows. Now we have risen!" shouted Dragos.


  The vampires cheered and shouted. They stood up and clapped. Dragos let them continue for a moment and then he spoke.


  "The whole planet is ours. We have killed millions of humans and taken many prisoners. We no longer have to live secretly. When the sun goes down, we can walk freely. Many brave vampires fought last night. Our human mercenaries fought well too. We must thank them," he said.


  The vampires cheered again, after a minute Dragos held up his hand for silence.


  "However, not everyone deserves your applause. There is one amongst us who failed," Dragos said, as the room fell silent.


  The vampires looked around. Who was this person? What had they done? They didn't need to wait very long.


  "Bring him!" said Dragos.


  Two strong vampires brought Thandor, the squadron leader who had been in New Jersey. He had chains around his hands. They dragged him onto the stage and pushed him down onto his knees.


  "This vampire was in charge of New Jersey, it was an easy job. However, he allowed two humans to escape. They badly injured one vampire and killed another," said Dragos angrily.


  The vampires gasped in shock. Vampires were much stronger than humans. How could two teenagers kill a vampire and injure another?


  "Tatiana," said Dragos.


  Tatiana, the red-haired vampire from Luigi's, came onto the stage. She was wearing a blood red, leather dress. Her hair shone and her white skin glowed. She was beautiful, but she had only one arm.


  "This beautiful vampire is my cousin, Tatiana. She is brave, cruel and a true vampire. I am promoting her. She is now the leader of New Jersey. However, that means we no longer need Thandor," said Dragos.


  Next, Dragos gave Tatiana a huge sword. It shone in the candlelight of the hall. Tatiana took the sword and held it high. She swung it hard at Thandor's head. Thandor's head flew through the air, blood spurted everywhere. Thandor's body turned into black liquid.


  The crowd of vampires gasped in shock. Thandor had been a good vampire and soldier. But Dragos was their leader.


  "Congratulations, Tatiana," said Dragos.


  The crowd cheered and some vampires shouted Tatiana's name. After a moment, Dragos held up his hand for silence.


  "As her first mission, Tatiana will hunt the human boy and girl who cut off her arm and killed the vampire. We cannot allow them to find other humans and start a resistance. They must be killed," said Dragos, "can you do this Tatiana?"


  Tatiana looked at her cousins Daciana and Dragos. Then she looked at the room full of vampires. Then she looked at her missing arm. Her eyes filled with hate.


  "Yes I can," she said, "yes I can!"


  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  risen – past participle of ‘to rise’ which means ‘to ascend’. aufsteigen


  not everyone deserves your applause – ‘to deserve’ means ‘should receive’. verdienen


  failed – ‘to fail’ to not succeed. versagen


  chains – metal ropes used to hold prisoners. Ketten


  was in charge – ‘to be in charge’ means ‘to be the boss’. das Sagen haben


  glowed – ‘to glow’ means ‘to emit light’. glühen


  I am promoting her – I am giving her a better job or position. Ich befördere sie.


  a huge sword – a very big sword, a sword is a weapon used by knights. ein riesiges Schwert


  turned into – ‘to turn into’ means ‘to become’. sich verwandeln in, werden zu


  hunt – ‘to hunt’ means to track, or find, e.g. to hunt an animal. jagen


  start a resistance – ‘a resistance’ a group which fights against an occupying enemy. Widerstand


  


  


  CHAPTER TWENTY


  


  Later that day.


  Amy’s house, New Jersey.


  


  After Amy had said goodbye to her mother, she went for a walk. She walked down her street, the same street she had lived on all her life. It was completely different now. Some of the houses had burned down, there were children's toys lying on the ground. There was no life, the vampires had done that.


  Amy thought about her life. Until yesterday, everything had been normal. She has been just like any other seventeen year old girl. She went shopping, studied and went on dates. Well, one date. And that hadn't been very good...


  Amy thought about her sister Jen. She was only fourteen and over two thousand miles away. Amy didn't know if the vampires were in Nevada, and because there was no TV, she couldn't find out.


  She hoped that Jen was OK and that her teachers were looking after her. Well, there was only one thing to do. She would go and find her sister, she had promised her mother, and that's what she would do.


  


  Back at the house, Anna and Jack were talking.


  "Thank you, Jack," Anna said, "you saved my life."


  "It was Amy really," said Jack, "she's a brave girl."


  "Yes, but I wanted to thank you, Jack. It's weird, we have been in the same school all our lives but we don't even know each other," said Anna.


  "The past doesn't matter," said a voice.


  Anna and Jack looked up. It was Amy. She was back from her walk.


  "Amy!" said Anna.


  Anna stood up and hugged her friend. Amy hugged Anna for a moment.


  "I've made a decision," said Amy, "the vampires have destroyed the world. They have murdered millions of innocent people, the president and my mother. But we know they are not invincible. I have killed one and injured another. This is my plan. My little sister, Jen, is in Nevada. I am going to find her and kill any vampire that I meet. You guys can join me, but I understand if you don't want to."


  Anna and Jack looked at Amy and each other. They felt sad and empty but Amy's words had given them hope. Yes the world was broken, but they had a choice. They could fight. It was Anna's turn to speak.


  "My parents are in Los Angeles, I don't know if they are alive or dead. But I'm going to find out. I will travel with you to Nevada, and then I go to Los Angeles. If you are going to kill vampires, I will help," she said.


  The two girls hugged. Jack watched them. He didn't have any family, the vampires hadn't killed anyone he loved because he didn't love anyone. However, in that one night, he had shared so much with Amy and Anna. For the first time in his life, he had friends. Friends were worth fighting for. The two girls stopped hugging and looked at Jack.


  "I'm coming too. But Amy..." said Jack.


  "Yes Jack," said Amy.


  "Be careful with that shovel. It's dangerous," said Jack.


  The world was destroyed. Her mother was gone. Her sister was... who knew where? But, just for an instant, Amy Anderson smiled. Just for an instant. Now she had work to do.


  


  To be continued in ‘Book 2’… available now!


  


  



  sponsored by www.boox.to


  



  __________________________


  


  >Glossary<


  


  burned down – ‘to burn down’ when a house has burned and there is nothing left. niederbrennen


  find out – discover. herausfinden


  made a decision – decide. traf eine Entscheidung


  you guys can join me – you people can come with me. Ihr könnt euch mir anschließen.


  just for an instant – just for a moment. nur für einen Augenblick
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